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applied to ground-mist, but that idea is now entirely Dis-
carded by all meteorologists. What we call pure stratus
is the " strato-pallium " of Weilbach, and the " stratus " ol
Hildebrandson. The origin of this cloud seems to be
that when the air is tolerably still, and radiation is going
on, the general mass of the air gets gradually cooler,
till at last the temperature is reached at which some
stratum toucheb the dew-point, and therefore condenses
its moisture into cloud. Sometimes the cloud is formed
by rising fog.

This at once explains both why the stratum of clouds
should be flat and thin, and why this form of cloud
should be characteristic of anticyclones. We can also
understand why, under these conditions, the sky some-
times becomes overcast almost instantaneously. Very
often a mass of fine-weather stratus is uniform in the
centre, but hairy or striated at the edges, and we get a
cloud indistinguishable by form alone from some kinda
of strato-cirrus, though very different in origin and sur-
roundings. Sometimes the lower surface of a sheet of
cloud is festooned for a short time like the flat t>ase of a
cumulus. The cloud is probably not then pure radiation
stratus, but a smooth form of strato-cumulus, which, by
sudden failure of the generating current, begins to fall in
lumps just like the festooned cumulus before described.

CIRBUS.

The third primary form of cloud is cirrus, a word taken
from the Latin, and meaning literally " a curl of hair." We
have already explained the origin of pure cirrus and its